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Owl’s Nest Sanctuary for Wildlife 

Owl’s Nest Sanctuary for Wildlife is a state and federally permitted, non-profit wildlife 
rehabilitation organization. It was founded in 2015 by retired zoo keeper and Eagles resident 
Kris Porter. The purpose of  the organization is to protect and conserve Florida’s wildlife 
while inspiring others to care and appreciate it. This is done by reducing human impact 
through rehabilitation, education, and teamwork. In its inaugural year the organization had 
over 1,000 cases with nearly 170 having to be transferred in part due to a need for flight 
conditioning.  
 
Transferring animals to other facilities for flight conditioning is not without problems. The 
nearest facility is with flight enclosures is over an hour’s drive. Transporting animals back and 
forth to these facilities is not only costly but can be very stressful for the animals. When 
animals must be transferred to another organization it also can delay their release if  they are 
brought back to the area which is important for the conservation efforts for their species. 
There are even times during the year where some of  the other organizations are so crowded 
that they are forced to prioritize patients not giving every animal the opportunity to travel the 
road to recovery. The other troublesome occurrence related to transfers it that animals are not 
always returned to the original organization so they are not released in the area from which 
they came.  



The Problem 

Owl’s Nest Sanctuary, though permitted through the state and federally government, receives 
no financial support from the government.  All of  the funding for the organization is secured 
through fundraising efforts and donations from private individuals. The amount of  funds 
raised frequently does not meet the needs of  the organization in order to care for the animals 
that come through. Often times volunteers contribute additional funds so that animals can 
receive the care the need. A sizable amount of  funds are used in order to transport animals 
back and forth to the flight cage facilities and veterinarian appointments. These funds could be 
easily freed up for other uses if  the organization was able to build a set of  local flight cages. 
One of  these flight cages would also allow Owl’s Nest Sanctuary to acquire a non-releasable 
education animal that could be used for additional programs that would secure more funds. 
The organization has looked into several grant opportunities that will assist in covering the 
costs to build the flight facility, however, they will not cover the cost to purchase land for the 
facility to be built on.   



How The Eagles Are Part of The Solution 

The Eagles Community includes over 1,000 acres which will include 1,200 home sites 
surrounded by beautiful conservation areas filled with a wide variety of  different species of  
wildlife. Owl’s Nest Sanctuary for Wildlife would like to work with The Eagles Community to 
develop a dual purpose nature trail that would include a set of  flight enclosures that meet or 
exceed the requirements set forth by U.S. Fish and Game for most of  the species that were 
transferred last year. Not only would the nature trail provide the organization with a location 
in which they could build these rehabilitation enclosures, but it would double as a recreational 
and educational activity for the neighborhood residents. Owl’s Nest Sanctuary for Wildlife 
would not only maintain the animal enclosures and they would also provide support to trail 
and educational signage design.   
 
In order to successfully establish the birding and nature trail, including a set of  rehabilitation 
and educational enclosures, we ask that The Eagles Community donate the follow: 
 
•Approximately half  an acre of  land with access to fresh water and drainage.  
•Safe access to and from area for volunteers and residents. 
•Assistance in covering cost of  educational signage to be installed along path. 

How The Eagles Benefit  

Studies have shown that nature parks increase the property value of  the surrounding area 
and attract and retain affluent homebuyers. There is also strong evidence to support that 
residents in areas with parks are healthier than those who live in other areas. This is the result 
of  increased physical activity and a healthier environment. (See Why America Needs More City 
Parks and Open Space; The Benefits of  Parks by The Trust for Public Land, included in packet) 
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